
REPORT ON THE MUSIC AT St. JOHN'S CARRINGTON: 

APRIL 2022 

 

Like the rest of the country our worship here at St John's is still continuing following 

Covid-19 guidelines. 

As from May 2021, we were gradually opening up for public worship on Sunday, with 
the majority of the service still being said, and a pre-recorded hymn at the beginning 
of the service proper. Whilst I was still engaged as organist, but with no choir, this 
has allowed me to play some very evocative and meaningful music before the 
service, during the offertory and communion, and topped off with a very resounding 
voluntary at the end. This has not only allowed me to learn new music, but I have 
used the opportunity to showcase some of the colours of the organ, as well as its 
very wide dynamic range. This was to be the regular pattern of services from May to 
September taking in the seasons of Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity. 
 

September 12th saw the start of our Community Eucharist for a six month trial 

period, which replaced our normal Sunday service, and was to be on the second 

Sunday of the month to coincide with the farmer's market held in the grounds of St. 

John's. The aim of the service was to be more "user-friendly" to families and new 

friends by changing the liturgy and readings according to a give theme for the 

service. Hymns were to be replaced mainly by worship songs, and the service to be 

accompanied by the piano rather than the organ. Volunteer singers were recruited to 

help lead the service (the congregation were still not singing) and various members 

of the congregation were called upon to organise prayers and other parts of the 

service. All this was to be overseen by Church Army Evangelist and reader Denis 

Tully. 

 

From the following week onwards it was decided to re-introduce congregational 

singing with masks, as a further step towards the lifting of Covid restrictions. For the 

following two weeks this was limited at first to a hymn at the start of the service and 

one during the offertory, with organ music being played during the communion and at 

the conclusion of the service. 

Our Harvest Festival and Pet Blessing was celebrated on the 3rd October and now 

we took a further step by introducing a third hymn at the end of the service. 

The 28th of the month saw us bidding farewell to a faithful member of our 

congregation, Brenda Stephenson, whose life was commemorated in the form of a 

Requiem Mass. For this we formed a select robed choir to sing, and this included a 

rendition of Ernest Sands "Song of Farewell". The Covid Risk Assessment in place 

at the time meant that the choir could not sing from the balcony but were allowed to 

sing from the Lady Chapel. The balance between organ and choir seemed to be 

acceptable on this occasion. This was to be a very emotional and moving service for 

us all, particularly as the coffin was borne out of church to the theme from "Last of 

the Summer Wine" and played on the organ. 



Three days later, on the 31st, we celebrated the Feasts of All Saints in the morning, 

and then All Souls in the evening with a traditional Evensong. Again, these services 

were supported by the choir who were to become regular attendees from now on. 

Remembrance Sunday fell on 14th November, this service now taking the form of a 

Community Eucharist, a bold step. It was decided to start this service a bit later at 

10.30 am, so that the formal Act of Remembrance could be performed at 11.00 am 

with the Last Post and Reverie being played on the organ, followed by the traditional 

hymn, "O God, our help in ages past." The remainder of the service was 

accompanied on the piano, which meant that "yours truly" was kept busy moving 

from one instrument to the other. The following week we celebrated the Feast of 

Christ the King- the end of the church year. For this the choir contributed an anthem, 

sung during communion. 

 

For the season of Advent we re-introduced the singing of the communion service "A 

new People's Mass" with music by Dom Gregory Murray. The "Penitential Rite" 

(Kyrie Eleison) was sung to music composed by the Walsingham Community, a 

practice which we have continued in previous years. The December Community 

Eucharist had as its theme "Doing the right thing". Again the choir was supplemented 

by members of  the congregation to sing more modern songs for Advent. 

Whilst preparations were being made for our Christmas services, it was becoming 

apparent that Covid infections were starting to rise again, and with  the increased 

number of people who were expecting to attend, some changes to our normal 

pattern of services might be necessary. The Carol Service intended for the 19tn 

December was cancelled (at short notice) resulting in great dismay for some of us, 

as was the Crib and Christingle service which was pre-recorded (in an empty church) 

and put on-line. 

 

For our two main Christmas services we decided to suspend all congregational 

singing. The choir was joined by two other members of the congregation to sing 

Midnight Mass and for Eucharist on Christmas morning they were augmented by 

Jane Harwood and her two sons, all excellent choristers. The following day, the 26th, 

just happened to fall on a Sunday. Whilst we could have held a service in honour of 

St Stephen (and properly sung "Good King Wenceslas"), common sense ruled the 

day and in line with many churches throughout the land, we decided to cancel the 

service. This required special permission from the diocese. On a personal note, this 

must be the first time in my 35+ years associated with church music that I have 

known this to happen. 

 

For the first Sunday of the new year, the Second Sunday of Christmas, we were 

back to how we were last May with a pre-recorded hymns and the remainder of the 

service said. Organ music was played before and after the service as well as during 

the offertory and communion. Our next Community Eucharist was celebrated on 9th 

January and took the theme of Baptism, as we would have normally kept this as the 

Baptism of Christ. For this service we reverted back to full singing.  Epiphany this 

year fell on a Wednesday but was not to be forgotten as we transferred this feast 

over to the following week, the 16rth of January. 



Candlemas, marking the end of the Christmas season was held on the 30th of 

January. This has its own dedicated organ music (mostly drawn from J.S. Bach's 

Das Orgelbuclein) which I dutifully played. 

The 6th February was kept as "The Accession of Queen Elizabeth".  In line with 

other churches throughout the land we sang the National Anthem, looking forwards 

to the Queen's Platinum Jubilee later in the year. The organ voluntary after the 

service was a rendition of William Walton's "Crown Imperial", as was used at the 

Queen's coronation 

For our next Community Eucharist on the 13th we had the theme "What's love got to 

do with it?"  This was memorable for the playing of the same song made famous by 

Tina Turner (actually written by Terry Britten and Graham Lyle) before the service. 

We also sang appropriate hymns and songs throughout the service. 

Ash  Wednesday fell on the 2nd of March and for this we welcomed cantor Susan to 

sing the Lent Prose. 

The next Community Eucharist fell during Lent on the 13th March, the theme being 

"Building on a strong foundation". It was notable for the ad-hoc singing of the song 

"The wise man built his house upon the rock", something that I have not sung since 

primary school. 

 

The Sunday Liturgy is almost back to normal, but we miss the Psalm and Gospel 

Acclamation which still have not been re-instated. The choir is still holding on since 

re-forming at the end of October, although we have lost two casual members who 

have not returned following the recent opening up. Sally Green has now taken a 

temporary leave of absence and at the time of writing is recovering well and should 

return sometime after Easter. Lou Skinner has agreed to stay on and keep things 

going, and we had occasional help from Susan Elwood, Will Daniel, John Coggin 

and Jane Harwood. We are always looking for new members. 

. 

This past year we have been l learning some new hymns and getting to grips with 

new words. Looking forwards we are broadening the range of hymns and worship 

songs for our Community Eucharist. 

As I write this, we have just completed another Community Eucharist, this time for 

Palm Sunday and the start of our Holy Week commemorations. We sang a Psalm 

unaccompanied as a round and were joined by two other musicians for one of the 

hymns. All went very well as a result of an early start to rehearse the musical 

offering. 

So things are looking promising for a return to near normal as we wait in anticipation 

for the appointment of a new vicar. 

 

Shaun Hooper 

(Organist) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


