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As from mid-March of last year, the whole country was subject to the first of three 
lockdowns on all non-essential activities as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic which 
was sweeping the country. This meant that all churches and places of worship had to 
close, and only the vicar was allowed in to church to conduct live streaming of 
services. During this first lockdown I recorded preludes, voluntaries and hymns on 
my own digital organ at home, and the choice bits were added to our on-line 
streamed services. The sad result of the lockdown was that that we missed out on all 
the rich tapestry associated with Passiontide, Holy Week and Easter, all of which had 
been replaced by on- line streamed services.  

The easing of this lockdown commenced on 4th July and the following Sunday we 
trialled a pilot Sunday morning Eucharist.  By the following week (19th July) we were 
ready to re-commence services in a much restricted way. This entailed the liturgy to 
be said without any communal singing, although a single cantor was allowed at 
strategic points such as the offertory (preparation of the gifts) and distribution of the 
communion. Organ music was restricted to before and after the service, although 
this was also allowed on those Sundays when no Cantor was available.  All those 
present had to abide by strict Covid risk assessment action points which required 
people to pre-book a seat, wear a face covering and remain 2 metres apart from 
their neighbour with no moving about during the service. Sanitising of hands before 
and after the service was also required as was a thorough cleaning of all “touch 
points” after the service. 

This was to be the pattern of services up until November, when a further lockdown 
was announced. Our last public service was on Sunday 2nd November when we 
celebrated the feast of All Souls with a said Evensong (with some organ music) 
which was quite poignant and very different from what we have done in previous 
years.  

A second lockdown was announced from November 3rd until December 1st, and so 
we were back to live streaming. Unfortunately, this period took in Remembrance 
Sunday and the feast of Christ the King, two festivals which we would have normally 
celebrated in a bigger way. 

With lockdown easing on 2nd December, we could now return to some form of public 
worship, but again we had to abide by covid guidelines. This also prompted us to 
conduct Christmas services very differently this year. 

Our Christingle service was again held on the Second Sunday of Advent, this year 
being 6th December. The carol service this year was an on-line service which 
included four singers plus myself as organist as well as contributions of readings 
from members of the congregation. These parts were all pre-recorded, mixed down 



and edited by vicar James and streamed on-line on the evening of Sunday 20th 
December.  

For Christmas Eve, we decided to do two Crib Services via Zoom in a very fun and 
relaxed way. Later on, that evening, our Midnight Mass was a very stark back to 
basics service with all carols being sung unaccompanied by Jane Harwood and her 
two sons. During Communion, Jane sang Adolphe Adams "O Holy Night", this time 
accompanied. The Christmas Day service was a lot more joyful, and we were joined 
by Cantor Susan Elwood to sing all the carols plus an anthem during communion, 
this time accompanied (and with no prior rehearsal). Again, organ music was played 
before and after at both services.  

The feast day of St John, our Patron Saint, on 27th December fell on Sunday this 
year. Normally we would have kept this day in lieu of the First Sunday after 
Christmas. However, due to other circumstances and the likelihood of another 
lockdown, the PCC decided to close down all public services and continue with live 
streaming. 

So, as from January 2nd 2021, Britain has entered a third lockdown. This time things 
have changed a little bit and now only "essential personnel" are allowed in to church 
to conduct live streamed services. Starting with the feast of the Epiphany I have 
been able once more to play live organ music before the service, during the offertory 
and during communion. The service then concludes with a pre-recorded hymn. The 
only other person allowed in church is the priest.  Services continue to be live 
streamed in this fashion, taking in Candlemas, Ash Wednesday and Lent, through to 
Palm Sunday and the Easter Tridium. 

  The Second Sunday of Lent, 28th February was Vicar James' last Sunday with us. 
For this we used incense for the first time in months, and the luxury of three hymns 
during the service. It was a great pity that we could not say goodbye to James and 
Racheal as we would have liked to, but we made second best using Zoom to make 
our farewell presentations. This included a "Book of Memories" from the community 
of St. John's. 

As we enter into another interregnum, the Sunday Eucharist has changed slightly. 
The hymn is now at the beginning of the service and I can now play a voluntary at 
the end as well as playing before the service and at the offertory. 

As I write this, Britain is just coming out of its third lockdown and we are preparing to 
open up the church again for public worship. I hope that it won't be too long before 
we can start to bring services back to normal, and that includes the choir and the 
congregational singing which we have all sorely missed over this very long year. 

  

Shaun Hooper 

(Organist) 

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


