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Let me tell you a story. 
 
There were once a group of people. 
 
They each led different lives, had different jobs, had different families. 
 
They were fairly OK with their lives, they were satisfied, their bellies were full. 
 
And then one day a man appeared who said: ‘I’ve got something to show you. Come with 
me for a few years and I’ll show you.’ 
 
And so they all followed him. Like a group of students on a three year road trip, they 
travelled around their part of the world, learning about the message this man brought. 
 
Sometimes the people they met wanted to know more, sometimes they told them to get 
lost. 
 
But over three years, these followers came to love this man, 
 
And they realised that what he was teaching had real power and real truth. 
 
After hearing his message, nothing could go back to the way it was, this was how life was 
meant to be. 
 
And then one day, after this man ticked off the wrong group of people, he was killed. 
 
And his followers were suddenly left lost, alone, desolate. 
 
But then the most extraordinary thing happened: 
 
After three days, their friend came back to life. 
 
He was with them again, and suddenly everything he had been teaching was shown to be 
true. 
 
But then, after only 40 days, he disappeared again, but with the promise that, somehow he 
would be with them til the end of time. 
 
‘How’ they wondered ‘ how would he be with us?’ 
 
And then suddenly, on one great day, they realised. 
 
 
We might ask ourselves the very same: how? How is this man with us? 
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How is with us in the present time? 
 
Have we not been abandoned? 
 
And today, Pentecost, we realise. 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit is the fulfilment of Jesus’ promises. 
 
The presence of the Spirit is the assurance that we have not been left comfortless, and that 
by that same Spirit, Jesus continues to be with us now. 
 
 
And the Spirit is with us in a very real and tangible way. 
 
Another of my favourite stories is about a young farmhand named Luke, who is caught up in 
a galactic battle against an evil empire. 
 
He meets an old, wise wizard, who tells him of this nystical energu field, a ‘force’ created by 
all living things. It surrounds us and penetrates and binds the galaxy together. 
 
 
I think many of us see the Holy Spirit like the Force: an impersonal presence which we know 
is there, but is not tangible. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the opposite. The Spirit is not abstract; an impersonal, spiritualised or 
mystical force, it is the third person of the Trinity, God himself at work in and through us. 
 
That was what the disciples came to realise: that God continued to be at work in them, in 
very real and tangible ways. 
 
 
What an extraordinary thing: that the Spirit who made the church then, continues to make 
the Church now. 
 
Be assured that the Spirit continues to be at work in tangible ways. 
 
We may not see the Spirit as tongues of fire, but we can almost feel its presence. 
 
There was a vivid illustration of that a couple of weeks ago over coffee: 
 
Zoom was having problem, many of us could hear one another but we couldn’t see. 
 
I couldn’t help thinking of the Holy Spirit: we may not see it, but we can feel its effects, we 
can sense it at work around us, often powerfully and physically. 
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In our story, as a church, as a world, the Spirit is here in real and tangible ways. 
 
As I look out now, seeing the empty chairs, as strange as it is, I know that you are 
nevertheless with me, and not because I can see the laptop in front of me with the viewers, 
but because in a very real way, we are incorporated and united by that same Spirit that 
came upon the disciples at Pentecost. 
 
 
Maybe today then as Pentecost, is the chance to look at where the Spirit is on the move, in 
that real and tangible way. 
 
Often we think the Spirit is only at work in those churches that describe themselves as Spirit 
filled, that speak in tongues, that have the charisms. 
 
Guess what: we are all Spirit filled – whether you feel that or not. 
 
 
And maybe today as Pentecost in lockdown, we are being given the chance to notice where 
the Spirit is at work in the wider world. 
 
The Spirit makes the church, yes, but God is bigger than the Church. 
 
God is the creator of the whole world, and the same Spirit at work in Pentecost is the same 
spirit who moved over the waters at creation. 
 
And is the same Spirit at work today. 
 
Lockdown has shown that God is not limited to our church buildings, or to the assembly of 
the church. 
 
God the Holy Spirit has been at work all along. 
 
H 
 
 
Where  
But maybe today as Pentecost in the middle of lockdown, God the Holy Spirit is reminding 
us that the Holy Spirit is not limited  
 
 
 
 
 

• Do we all need to be ‘bang crash’ 

• One body many parts – we are all individual and that is to be celebrated. 
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o The surprise of the Holy Spirit – Christ made present in the gutter, on the 
edge, in the  

▪ The Malcolm Guite poem. 

• The HS is God continuing to communicate to us – we have not been left 
comfortless, united in the power of the Spirit. 

o The HS speaking in languages, but also in any different ways 
o They all heard in their diversity  -democratised. 

 
 
 


